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ignorance, and hence the impropriety of
many of the statements referring to the
" Lord," when they are transferred to the
" Most High," e.g. Judges i. 19.

Origen then relates the history of the
Tower of Babel, and continues : " But on
these subjects much, and that of a mystical
kind, might be said; in keeping with
which is the following: ' It is good to keep
close the secret of a king/ Tobit xii. 7, in
order that the doctrine of the entrance of
souls into bodies (not, however, that of
the transmigration from one body into
another) may not be thrown before the
common understanding, nor what is holy
given to the dogs, nor pearls be cast before
swine. For such a procedure would be
impious, being equivalent to a betrayal of
the mysterious declarations of God's
wisdom . . . . It is sufficient, how-
ever, to represent in the style of a historic
narrative what is intended to convey a
secret meaning in the garb of history, that
those who have the capacity may work out
for themselves all that relates to the
subject"1 He then expounds more fully

1 Ibid. ch. xxix.